Local Cottey College Chapter Reports
Dear Local Cottey Chair,

We have gathered a collection of brief presentations that you may print out and
use in the report of committees time slot during monthly P.E.O. meetings. They will
take less than a minute to read and will provide you with wonderful informative
glimpses into life at Cottey College.

Suggested procedure: 1) Print out entire file. You may want to make sure the printer
is set to print on one side only. 2) Choose which report you would like to read
(there are eleven possible reports and several pages of general information) and
report at your P.E.O. meeting during the report of committees time slot. 3) Pass
around the page after your report so your chapter members may enjoy the pictures.
4) Keep in mind that there are some time-sensitive materials, so you may want to
do the Visiting Cottey report that highlights the October P.E.O. Visit Day in the month
of August or September and the Vacation College & Vacation College Abroad report
sometime in the fall.
We have a beautiful campus and excellent facilities, but what one sees on campus is
just the stage setting for what happens in the classrooms, on the courts, in the suites,
locally, and internationally. It is the staff, faculty, alumnae, friends of the College, and
the Sisterhood who breathe life into the incredible opportunities provided to our
students.

We hope you will be informed and motivated to share the message of your College
with your P.E.O. sisters and prospective students you may know. If you have
questions regarding sponsorship of students from your state, province, or district,
please contact you regional Cottey chair. Her information may be found on your
state, province, or district website.
You are a part of the amazing partnership that Cottey College has with the P.E.O.
Sisterhood. Together we are creating incredible futures!

Leadership
Programs
Cottey College’s Serenbetz Institute for Women’s Leadership, Social Responsibility and Global
Awareness was established in the fall of 2010 to support Cottey College’s mission to educate
women so they may realize their full potential as “learners, leaders, and citizens.” The vision
of the Institute is to be known as one of the nation’s premier women’s leadership programs
through focused research, innovative instruction, and life-long mentorship that equips Cottey
graduates to make a responsible difference globally.
We believe there’s a leader in everyone. The key is understanding the kind of leader you are.
Is your leadership style charismatic, participative, situational, transactional, transformational,
or are you a quiet leader or servant leader? Students have the opportunity to participate
in Cottey’s leadership program: Leadership, Experiences, Opportunity (LEO). Fashioned
on the Leadership Identity Development Model, LEO is a four-level leadership certification
program providing students the chance to explore and enhance their leadership philosophy
and skills. The learning objectives of the LEO program are to be able to
identify and develop a personal leadership style; introduce students to
a network of successful women leaders; broaden student exposure to
new experiences, ideas, and cultures through engagement on the Cottey
campus; and develop leadership skills that are transferable to personal
life, community service, and future careers/professions. A personalized
approach rich in hands-on experience includes participation in
enrichment events, field trips, community service, and the opportunity
to build relationships with fellow student leaders make the LEO program
distinctive.
The Bachelor of Arts in Organizational Leadership is an interdisciplinary
approach to relevant issues in any sector or setting. This baccalaureate
major is designed to provide an opportunity for students to study the
relevant theoretical and academic aspects of leadership while developing
practical skills through the development of individual leadership
capacity. The program combines academic coursework with experiential
aspects that result in a tangible and applicable understanding of effective
leadership. The major is designed to support students as they progress
through their careers by emphasizing the role, scope, and effectiveness of women leaders.
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All P.E.O. sisters have influence in the community! Be an influencer and network for Cottey College. Think
about who you know. You may know students; you may know parents; you may know other influencers.
Attend high school events and performances. Talk with community members who work with teens—youth
pastors, teachers, counselors, school administrators, community center staff. Regularly talk about Cottey!
People who know you should know that P.E.O.s support Cottey College.

Promoting Cottey College

Cottey College has achieved national recognition as evidenced by the 2019 ranking from U.S. News and World
Report, which ranks Cottey at #9 overall in Midwest Regional Colleges, #1 for Best Value, #3 for Lowest
Student Debt Load at Graduation, and #3 for Largest Proportion of International Students. Additionally,
College Consensus has Cottey College ranked #2 among all colleges and universities in Missouri, #2 best
college in the Midwest, #4 among all women’s colleges in the nation, and #18 best small college in the
nation.
We at Cottey cannot thank you enough for your willingness to promote our gem of a college to qualified and
interested prospective students, either in high school or other those who are at other colleges looking to
move to a better environment for their education. We encourage you to explore our website at cottey.edu
to learn more about Cottey. Refer a student today or plan a visit to a high school counselor, teacher, or coach.
Get excited and help create incredible futures with us!

HOW TO:
If you are in need of materials to promote Cottey to students, from the homepage cottey.edu, navigate to the
P.E.O. resources page by clicking P.E.O. in the top menu bar and choosing the “Promote” link. On that page,
you will see a link to the form where you may order free promotional materials. When your materials arrive, they will include instructions and some helpful tips for your meeting.

If you needing materials or programs to present to your chapter, you may order free materials from the
Office of P.E.O. Relations. They may be reached by email at peorelations@cottey.edu or by telephone at 417667-8181, ext 2122.
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Cottey Vacation College
For one week each summer, Cottey College’s dedicated
faculty and staff will provide you with an experience you
will never forget. You will be housed in a suite with eight
to twelve guests; feast on Cottey cuisine; be inspired by
our highly qualified faculty and passionate staff; and
enjoy fun evening activities.
Classes represent a wide range of interest areas in
locations across campus. Participants attend morning
and afternoon classes of their choice and enjoy nightly
entertainment and activities throughout the week.
Information about Vacation College will be mailed in
January to every local chapter president, all state board
members, state Cottey Committees, select alumnae, and
friends of the College.
Traditionally held the week after Commencement, the
next Vacation College is scheduled for May 19-24, 2020.
Online registration will begin January 15.

Cottey Vacation College Abroad
For the first time ever, Cottey is offering
a Vacation College Abroad trip for P.E.O.s,
BILs, alumnae, and friends of the College.
In June of 2020, we will be traveling for 10
days to the British Isles!

A well-respected travel company, the
American Council for International
Studies (ACIS), has arranged the details.
Dr. Weitzel and Cottey staff invite you
to tour the British Museum in London;
walk the Oxford University campus;
visit the birthplace of Shakespeare; tour
Edinburgh Castle; enjoy a festive night of
Irish food, music, and folklore in Dublin;
and so much more. We would love to
have join you us on the inaugural Cottey
Vacation College Abroad trip!

Vacation College Abroad is scheduled for
June 16-25, 2020. Registration is through
ACIS. Contact the Office of P.E.O. Relations
for more information at peorelations@
cottey.edu or 417-667-8181, ext. 2122.

Vacation College &
Vacation College Abroad
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We are creators of incredible futures for
both our students and the worlds they will
impact. Our campus and student body share a
collective enthusiasm for educating women to
be contributing members of a global society.

At Cottey College we understand that a
vibrant higher education involves more than
a classroom experience. A college also needs a place for the campus community to congregate, meet,
and collaborate; a place to build relationships, pay homage to the past, and generate excitement for the
future; a place to connect.

Campus improvements directly affect the student experience. That’s why Cottey remains committed to
investing in the facilities: to further the quest of becoming the institution of choice for women seeking
a growing, distinctive, and selective college.
The Chapel, already at the center of the campus, offers the ideal location for a new Student Center. The
lower level contains 5000 sq. ft. of unused space, complete with existing restrooms, large windows, and
an abundance of natural light that can easily be renovated to meet an urgent campus need. As the lower
level gets renovated to host the new Student Center, the upstairs will get an update as well, including
fresh paint and air conditioning, making events such as chapel services, weddings, recitals, and lectures
more comfortable. A side parlor in the upper level will now hold a small chapel for interfaith worship
and meditation to support Cottey’s diverse campus population. Two landscaped and outdoor patios
will flank the Chapel.
The BILs originally raised the money to build the Chapel in the early 1950s. The current renovation
initiative is a wonderful next step to utilize the building for a much-needed face lift to the campus.

This will only be possible through the assistance of supporters and alumnae. We invite you to join us
in our efforts to create a vibrant, interactive, engaging campus community. Help fulfill the vision for a
central location that offers comfort and needed amenities. And help influence the quality of student life
for generations to come.

Campus Connections
New Student Center
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At Cottey, we have 13 bachelor’s degree
programs, 18 minors, and four associate
degrees. Graduates of our degree programs are
well prepared to enter the world of work and
for advanced study in graduate or law school.

Since its founding, Cottey College has held
strong to its mission of educating women in the liberal arts and sciences.
The skills gained through the curricular core offer students the opportunity to assemble a broad
foundation of knowledge that can be used in a wide spectrum of careers and across a lifetime:
the ability to think critically and creatively, to examine the world from all angles, to communicate
effectively, to question for ourselves rather than simply believing what others tell us to believe,
to reason, to be problem solvers, to make ethical decisions, to apply the scientific method, and to
adjust to changing situations.
With the development of Cottey’s baccalaureate programs, students now build on that arts and
sciences base with strong subject-specific coursework and experiences all aimed at preparing
students for graduate school and/or their desired careers. Further, students are introduced to the
three vital themes of Cottey College: leadership, social responsibility, and global awareness. Thus,
when a student graduates from Cottey College, she is prepared for whatever lies ahead.

Celebrating
Arts and Sciences
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Talk of the Town
Nevada, Missouri

Cottey is located in Nevada, Missouri, a town of approximately 9,000 residents. The local climate
offers pleasant falls, mild winters, and colorful springs as campus and community gardens
burst into bloom. An area once possessed by the Osage Tribe, Nevada has a long, rich history
and the historic courthouse on the square is currently the seat of Vernon County government.
A welcoming and safe community, Nevada offers to Cottey students opportunities to interact
with local residents through community service, internships, attendance at church or local
events and celebrations, or when shopping or enjoying local restaurants. In addition to the
outstanding local museum, they may explore Nevada and Vernon County’s heritage by taking
a tour of our Victorian and historic homes, visit the earliest known Osage Indian Village in
western Missouri, or stop by the renovated and preserved Carnegie Library building.

Nevada is surrounded by farming communities and residents enjoy panoramic views of both
natural and cultivated countryside. A little further northeast is the Schell-Osage Wildlife Area,
with blue herons, eagles, ducks, and migrating waterfowl; and the August A. Busch, Jr. Memorial
Wetlands located at Four Rivers, an area known for its archaeological sites and early native
Osage inhabitants. Fort Scott, Kansas, lies just 20 minutes west of Nevada and also boasts an
interesting history including a national historic site that was
established and garrisoned by the U.S Army from 1842-1853
and one of three national cemeteries in Kansas.

			

Not only does our historical climate draw interest, more
than 400 – 500 sports fans converge on summer weekends
for Champion Diamonds tournament baseball and Nevada
Speedway races. Of course there are also beautiful city
parks, bowling facilities, a six-screen movie theater, active
community theater and choir group, a community water
park/swimming pool, and an excellent YMCA facility.
Cottey College is fortunate to have the wonderful
town of Nevada to call home.
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England

Travel the World
Every student deserves a global education. At Cottey College, all sophomore level
students and transfer students having completed 24 credits at Cottey have the
opportunity to spend the first week of spring break visiting a European city with
classmates and faculty, learning about art, history, science, and culture. There is no
extra tuition fee for the trip and Cottey pays for airfare and hotel.

In past years Cottey students have traveled to European destinations and to select
alternate destinations. To name just a few, Cottey international travel abroad trips have
been to Florence, Paris, Rome, Barcelona, London, Madrid, New Zealand, Thailand,
Tanzania, Japan, and Guatemala.

Some of our baccalaureate students spend a semester or more overseas studying
abroad. They take courses for credit, and develop a truly international perspective.
Our students have studied in Hong Kong, China, Japan, South Africa, Ghana, Spain,
France, the UK, Costa Rica, Argentina, Chile, and we have had students spent an entire
semester studying with Semester at Sea, comparing cultures at port cities around the
world.
Australia

India

Italy

fun fact!

In the spring of 2020,
students will travel to
Germany and Poland.

Local Cottey College Chapter Report 2019-2020

We Love the Suite Life
There are 34 suites, all named in honor of the state chapters or donors
who initially provided funds to establish a suite endowment. All
but five suites are currently being supported by P.E.O. state chapter
endowments and one is supported by an endowment established by
the Cottey College Alumnae Association. The three residence halls
at Cottey College are P.E.O. Hall, Reeves Hall, and Robertson Hall.
P.E.O. Hall and Reeves Hall have ten suites each, while Robertson
Hall has 14. The students live in apartment-style suites that include
single and double bedrooms and a living room, large bathroom, and
kitchenette. Each suite accommodates 10 to 14 students.

Suites typically have a mix of new and returning students from
around the world. Each hall has a live-in hall director and three
resident assistants. Cottey’s housing provides an outstanding living
experience and environment. Residents come to Cottey from all
segments of society, different cultures and countries, and with varying values systems and life experiences.
In this living environment, suitemates and hall residents have an excellent opportunity to develop lifelong
friendships. Mutual respect and consideration coupled with an awareness of, and sensitivity to, the needs
of others is the standard of Cottey group living.

fun fact!

Refurbishing the common living room is financed through the earnings from the permanently held
endowment funds. Suite endowments generally generate enough earnings to refurbish the suite
common area every 8-10 years depending on their condition and availability of accumulated earnings.
The vice president for administration and finance works with a professional decorator to determine
suite furnishings. In decorating the suites, the College considers the taste of college-age women as well
as durability. The selection of the suite furniture, floor coverings, and wall
decoration is handled by the College, not the state, province, or district that
is affiliated with the endowment.
Rosemary Alumnae suite is supported by the alumnae of Cottey
College and recently they completed a fund raising effort to replace
both the bedroom and suite furnishings. The bedroom furniture was
replaced in the summer of 2018 and the common room furnishings
in the summer of 2019.
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Women’s Colleges
The Power of
an All Women’s
Education

As one of only a few dozen women’s colleges
in the United States, Cottey College offers an
exceptional and challenging education for
women that should be celebrated and shared.
More successful in
careers.
Nearly half the graduates have
earned advanced degrees
More than twice as likely as
graduates of coeducation colleges
to receive doctorate degrees.
Hold higher
positions
Happier and earn more
money.
Source: Hardwick-Day (2012). What Matters After College?
Comparative Alumnae Research Study. Retrieved November 28,
2017, from womenscolleges.org.

The Sisterhood and the College were both founded by young
women of the same type and generation. In its early days, P.E.O.
chose for its enterprise the college education of girls and Virginia Alice
Cottey founded her school for the same purpose. For over 90 years,
the members of the P.E.O. Sisterhood have been generous and judicious
stewards of Cottey College. Working alongside the faculty and staff, the
P.E.O. Sisterhood has held steadfast to the vision of our founders while
supporting the growth of a college that has achieved national recognition
for providing an education that inspires young women to reach for the
stars and sets them on a course to impact our world!
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The Golden Keys are Cottey’s
student ambassadors and
tour guides!

Nestled in the town of historic Nevada,
Missouri, Cottey College is truly a
travel-worthy destination! Plan to
visit during our premier visit event,
P.E.O. Visit Day. While campus tours
are offered year-round during the
business week, the College sets aside
a special Saturday every fall for P.E.O.s, alumnae, friends of the College, and the community to
experience life on campus. P.E.O. Visit Day is the perfect opportunity to interact with Cottey
students, tour campus, enjoy the wonderful Cottey cuisine, meet Cottey College president,
Dr. Jann Weitzel, and enjoy a reception at the President’s House! The scheduled activities
begin at 9:00 a.m. and conclude with an Open House that ends in the afternoon.
We cannot wait to welcome you to campus and share our incredible Cottey College.

Cottey College offers P.E.O.s, BILs, and P.E.O. Chapters
student-led walking tours Monday-Friday between 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m. The student ambassadors anxiously await
visitor arrivals to campus! They love to share their story
and their college.
Go to cottey.edu/peo/campus-tours to schedule a tour
of Cottey College!

If you are scheduling a tour for a prospective student
and/or her family, please contact the Office of Enrollment
Management at admit@cottey.edu.

Visiting Cottey

P.E.O. Visit Day
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Celebrating Philanthropy

Cottey College and the P.E.O. Sisterhood began independently of each other, but were brought
together by a shared commitment to women’s education. Virginia “Alice” Cottey believed that
her experience would be an asset to the Sisterhood and, with P.E.O. members in every part of the
country, the power of this relationship would be unlimited. Alice was right.

This partnership has helped Cottey College achieve national recognition as evidenced by the 2019
ranking from U.S. News and World Report, which ranks Cottey at #9 overall in Midwest Regional
Colleges, #1 for Best Value, #3 for Lowest Student Debt Load at Graduation, and #3 for Largest
Proportion of International Students. Additionally, College Consensus has Cottey College ranked
#2 among all colleges and universities in Missouri, #2 best college in the Midwest, #4 among all
women’s colleges in the nation, and #18 best small college in the nation.
The philanthropic support of the Sisterhood makes such ranking possible by providing a foundation
upon which faculty and staff can build the programs that challenge students to become learners,
leaders, and citizens. This mission is reflective of the purpose of the Sisterhood, to support the
education of women across the world.

There are many ways that this support is offered – whether it is through a major gift for campus
improvements, endowing a scholarship, making a gift to the Annual Fund, including Cottey in estate
plans, funding a Wish List item, or sending a care package that brightens a student’s day – it is all part
of the Cottey experience that helps create incredible futures.

fun fact!

Cottey College’s “Wish List” contains items that the faculty and staff members
would like for their programs that cannot be funded out of the operating budget.
The list is continuously updated throughout the year as needs arise and contains
such varied items as kettle bells for the Wellness Program or a gel imager for
the Science Department to a portable power drill for the physical plant. You
can typically find wish list items to accommodate a variety of giving levels. For
information, please contact the Office of Institutional Advancement by email at
advancement@cottey.edu or at 417-667-8181, ext. 2120.
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At Cottey, seeing is believing.
Our research shows that students who visit campus are the most likely to apply, deposit, and enroll in
classes. Your encouragement can make all the difference! Tell students about the importance of a visit,
help them gain access to the P.E.O. state travel funds/vouchers, or load up a van or a bus of students to
bring to a “C” For Yourself! event. Prospective students need to visit campus!
“C” FOR YOURSELF!
“C” For Yourself! is intended to be informative, casual, relaxed, and fun. Current students,
faculty, and staff will welcome students, answer their questions, and encourage them
to join our college community. “C” For Yourself! events are offered in October and April.
Prospective students will have the opportunity to tour campus; stay overnight in the
suites; enjoy meals in Raney Dining Room; and meet current students,
faculty, and staff.
SHOW ME COTTEY
Show Me Cottey is a special event for local area high schools within
the 75-mile radius of Nevada, Missouri. High School counselors
can contact Enrollment Management to arrange a visit day for
their high school girls to visit our campus. The day’s festivities
include a campus tour, admission and financial aid meeting, and
lunch in our Raney Dining Room. Cottey College will provide
transportation to and from the school, chartering students
around in our Cottey bus, at no charge to the school or students.
CAMPUS TOUR
If the student prefers a more comprehensive look into the life at
Cottey, we offer customized visits. These tours may include visits
to classes; meetings with faculty, coaches, and staff; meals
with current students; and/or an overnight stay in one
of our suites, all based on specific interests and needs.
Weekend appointments are available upon request.
SUMMER WORKSHOP
Cottey’s Summer Workshop is a week-long summit on
leadership, skill building, and knowledge gathering
for the leaders, the game changers, and the barrier
breakers. The workshop is dedicated to providing an
environment where girls are encouraged to have fun
while discovering how to succeed in today’s fast-paced
world. The workshop is offered to ambitious high school
girls who will be entering their junior or senior year the
fall after the Summer Workshop. In addition to receiving
an edge over peers through interactive courses led by
college professors and the opportunity to experience
college life pre-graduation, all Summer Workshop attendees
who enroll at Cottey College will be awarded a $12,000
scholarship for use at Cottey – that’s an automatic $3,000
annual scholarship!
Yevheniia Lushnykova
Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine

DEGREES
Bachelor of Arts in Business
Administration-Management
Bachelor of Arts in English
Bachelor of Arts in
Environmental Studies
Bachelor of Arts in
International Business
Bachelor of Arts in
International Relations
Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts
Bachelor of Arts in
Organizational Leadership
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
Bachelor of Arts in Women,
Gender, and Sexuality Studies
Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of
Science in Criminology
Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of
Science in Secondary Education
Bachelor of Science in Biology
Bachelor of Science in Health and
Biomedical Sciences
Associate in Arts
Associate in Arts-Music
Associate in Fine Arts-Art
Associate in Fine Arts-Dance
Associate in Fine Arts-Theatre
Associate in Science

A Cottey education
emphasizes high
academic standards with
unique opportunities
for personal growth
through residential,
cultural, and intellectual
experiences.
Students may apply to Cottey College
as early as April of their junior year.

Students must have at least a 2.6 GPA
and a minimum composite score of 21 on
the ACT or a combined math and reading
score of 1060 on the SAT. Students must
be taking a college prep curriculum at
their high school – meaning they will have
4 years of English, 2 years of the same
foreign language, 3 years of mathematics,
2 years of science, and 2 years of history
and government.
In reviewing applications, Cottey
performs a holistic assessment using GPA,
test scores, recommendations, activities,
goals, and character. Overall, the College
seeks to admit students whose interests
and aspirations match the opportunities
provided by Cottey and who will
contribute to Cottey’s unique educational
environment.
To apply, go to
cottey.edu/admission/apply

2019 - 2020

COTTEY COLLEGE
Calendar of Events

AUGUST
23 Halls Open~New Students
25 Halls Open~Returning Students
26 Opening Convocation
27 Classes Begin

JANUARY
11 Halls Open
20 Martin Luther King Day;
No Classes

SEPTEMBER
2 Labor Day; No Classes
27-29 Family Weekend

MARCH
2-6 Mid-Semester Exam Week
7 Spring Break Begins
23 Classes Resume

OCTOBER
11 Mid-Semester Break;
No Classes
14-18 Mid-Semester Exam Week
19 “C” for Yourself
26 P.E.O. Visit Day
NOVEMBER
27-29 Thanksgiving Break
DECEMBER
13 Last Day of Classes
16-19 Final Exam Week
19 Winter Break Begins

updated August 2019; subject to change

FEBRUARY

APRIL
3-5 Founder’s Day Weekend
25 “C” for Yourself
MAY
8 Last Day of Classes
11-14 Final Exam Week
15 Baccalaureate Service
16 Honors and Awards;
Capping
17 Commencement
17 Halls Close
19-24 Vacation College

JUNE
15-20 High School Summer Workshop
16-25 Vacation College Abroad; British Isles

Resources
contact us

Admission or Enrollment Questions:
ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT
Toll-Free: 888-5-COTTEY
Phone: 417-667-8181 ext. 2107
Fax: 417-448-1025
email: admit@cottey.edu

Vonore, Tennessee

Catherine Nolan

Philanthropy or Giving Questions:
INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT
Phone: 417-667-8181 ext. 2120
Fax: 417-448-1015
email: advancement@cottey.edu

Student Life Questions:
STUDENT LIFE CENTER
Phone: 417-667-8181 ext. 2126
Fax: 417-448-1020
Alumnae Questions:
ALUMNAE RELATIONS
Phone: 417-667-8181 ext. 2122
email: alumnae@cottey.edu

Financial Aid Questions:
FINANCIAL AID
Phone: 417-667-8181
ext. 2190
email: financialaid@
cottey.edu

P.E.O. Related Questions:
P.E.O. RELATIONS
Phone: 417-667-8181 ext. 2122
email: peorelations@cottey.edu
or P.E.O. INTERNATIONAL
peointernational.org

P.E.O. RESOURCES
cottey.edu/peo
ARCHIVE OF THE COTTEY COLLEGE
VIEWPOINT MAGAZINE
cottey.edu/viewpoint
ADMISSION APPLICATION
cottey.edu/apply				
ATHLETIC INQUIRY
cottey.edu/athlete

FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL
STUDENT AID
fafsa.ed.gov
STUDENT VISIT EVENTS
cottey.edu/visit
INDIVIDUAL OR CHAPTER TOUR
cottey.edu/peo/campus-tours
VACATION COLLEGE
INFORMATION
cottey.edu/peo/grow

